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Matt Phillips’ 
Sherco SEF-R 300
Tasmanian charger Matt Phillips’ decision  
to race a 300cc four-stroke in the EnduroGP 
championship certainly got tongues wagging 
ahead of the 2016 season opener. But as his results 
in Morocco and Portugal showed, even with a rider 
who’s close to 100 kilos on its back the little 300 
is proving it can pack quite a punch…
Words & Photos: Future7Media
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S
ometimes it pays to come at things from a different angle. Sometimes it’s good 
to move away from what’s expected and to take a chance!

Doing just that, or ‘taking a bet’, as Sherco CH Racing Team Manager 
Fabrizio Azzalin describes it has so far paid off for the Italian squad and their #1 
rider Matt Phillips. Opting for a less is more approach to their quest to secure the 
2016 EnduroGP title, the team and their two-time world champion decided to throw 
somewhat of a curve ball and race a 300cc four-stroke. Not, like most others, a 450.

Opting for ‘a different way’ is something the CH Racing team have done before.  



And to good effect, too. Back in 2011 a 310cc Husqvarna powered Antoine Meo 
secured the Enduro 2 World Championship, and so far in 2016 their similar plan of 
attack seems to be working well for Phillips.

Given the option of which bike to race in 2016, Phillips was initially split between the 
300 and the 450. “Late last year I started testing with Sherco,” explains Matt. “I rode 
the 300cc two-stroke, the new 450 and also the 300cc four-stroke. I really enjoyed 
riding the 300cc four-stroke. I wasn’t really thinking about racing it and trying to win on 
it back then, just that it would be a cool bike to train on during the winter.”



Which is exactly what he did. Clocking up the 
hours back home in Tasmania, on his return to 
Europe he switched to a 450 – to start testing the 
bike he’d most likely spend the year racing. “When 
the time came to make a decision as to what bike 
I should race in EnduroGP I was split between the 
450 and the 300. I kind of went back and forwards 
between the 450 and the 300.

“We knew that racing a 300 is a challenge 
against the 450s, but we decided to go for it. 
Being at the head of the EnduroGP class after the 
opening two rounds of the season is something 
we’re all very proud of. The year might not end like 
that, but we’re certainly going to keep working 
hard to se if we can stay there.”

A reason as to why Phillips opted for the 300 
is the bike’s ease of handling – something he and 
his team saw as being extremely important. With 
the FIM vowing pre-season to ‘toughen up’ the 
EnduroGP series, riding a lighter, more nimble 
bike – over a heavier, potentially more tiring 450 
– might, their thinking went, be the way to go. 
Following two challenging and hugely contrasting 
events in Morocco and Portugal their ‘bet’ has so 
far come good.

Able to switch lines as and when he wants Matt 
is able to boss the little 300 around in a way none 
of his 450-mounted class rivals can with their 
‘bigger’ bikes. But with increased rideability is 
reduced power – something that might yet work 
against them as the championship unfolds.

“WE KNEW THAT RACING A 300 IS A CHALLENGE AGAINST THE 450S, BUT WE 
DECIDED TO GO FOR IT. BEING AT THE HEAD OF THE ENDUROGP CLASS AFTER THE 
OPENING TWO ROUNDS OF THE SEASON IS SOMETHING WE’RE ALL VERY PROUD OF…”







“It’s clear that in some occasion, 
on some special tests, that the 300 
will reach its limits and the advantage 
will be with the 450s,” admits Azzalin 
openly. “But a 300 is easier to ride 
hard all day, which is important. So, if 
the tests remain technical, the races 
challenging and tough, we believe the 
300 will be competitive all season. 
Although it’s a 300 the engine is 
strong, Matt showed that in the mud 
in Portugal. Even though Matt weighs 
close to 100 kilos he has showed the 
bike is competitive in all conditions.”

Another reason the team opted for 
the 300 is its proven track record. A 
bike that’s already completed several 
seasons of world championship duty, 
the team knew they were working with 
a tried and tested product. One, it has 
to be said, isn’t all that far away from 
a production machine.

“There really aren’t so many 
changes to Matt’s bike,” explains 
Azzalin. “The engine is more or less 
standard, with only some cylinder 
head work an Akrapovic exhaust 
system and different suspension 
being the main changes. Sherco 
modifies the cylinder head, the rest 
of the bike is built by the CH Racing 
team in Italy.

“One significant change is to the 
upgraded rear brake. We do this 
because Matt likes to use the rear 
brake very hard. The rest is material 
that comes from our sponsors.”



“THE ENGINE IS MORE OR LESS STANDARD, WITH ONLY SOME CYLINDER 
HEAD WORK AN AKRAPOVIC EXHAUST SYSTEM AND DIFFERENT SUSPENSION 
BEING THE MAIN CHANGES. SHERCO MODIFIES THE CYLINDER HEAD,  
THE REST OF THE BIKE IS BUILT BY THE CH RACING TEAM IN ITALY.”







Bike: Sherco SEF-R 300
Rider: Matt Phillips / Tasmania
Team: CH Racing

ENGINE
Engine modifications: Cylinder head work carried out by  
Sherco factory, Akrapovic exhaust and modified intake cams.
Piston: Standard
Exhaust: Akrapovic, with dedicated CDI unit
Crankshaft: Standard
Transmission: Standard
Ignition: Kokusan (standard)
Spark Plug: NGK
Clutch Basket: Standard
Flywheel weight: Standard

CHASSIS
Front brake: Brembo factory master cylinder, Braking ‘butterfly’ disk
Rear brake: Brembo gold caliper, 240mm, 5mm thick disc
Triple clamps: GeCo Specials Parts, 22mm offset
Bars: Domino
Levers: Domino
Grips: Progrip
Handguards: Racetech
Fuel Tank: Standard
Plastics/bodywork: standard
Air Filter: Twin Air
Radiators: Standard
Radiator Braces: Meca’System
Sump guard: Meca’System
Chain: Sunstar
Chain guards: TM Designworks

Sprockets & gearing: Sunstar, 13-48
Rear Wheel: Alpine 18’ rim
Front Wheel: Alpine 21’ rim
Tyres: Metzeler (rear). Michelin (front)
Suspension: Forks – WP cone valve                                                       
Suspension: Shock – WP (Sherco cross-country model)
Suspension linkage: Standard
Foot pegs: GeCo Specials Parts
Graphics: Blackbird
Seat: Blackbird – Harder and higher e


